


You're doing great. Look up in the sky —it’s a
bird, it’s a plane — no, it really is a bird!
Remember how Chris and Martin spotted
peregrine falcons nesting atop of skyscrapers?
What kind of birds do you see? Natives, like
pigeons? Migrating, like geese? Or feral,
descendants of pet birds, like parrots and
parakeets that flew the coop!?

Have you considered how amazing it is that these
critters have adapted to city life despite all the
urban difficulties they are faced with?

Once you have exhausted the possibilities, or if
you have set a time limit for capturing as many
images of city critters as you can, reassemble

your creature adventure group. Compare your

lists, drawings and photographs.Who has the
longest list? Who discovered critters in the most
places? Who found insects, spiders, reptiles, birds
and mammals? What was the most unusual city
critter that was spotted? What was the most
unlikely habitat? Have group members jump in
with their questions for a lively round (picnic)
table discussion. Is there another location in the
area to which your creature adventure members
would like to journey next?

Send in your list of city critters and their habitats
to Chris and Martin at:

Earth Creatures
16 Spencer
Warren, NJ 07059
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CHRIS & MARTIN KRATT

MATERIALS

¢ Creature
notebook or
journal

* Pen or pencil

* Drawing
equipment

Getting To Know You,

Day By Day!

We know from Chris and Martin's explorations in “City Critters” that a
city can be a great place for checking out the creature world. Since the
creature world is constantly changing and adapting, there always are
new neighbors to meet and old ones to re-appreciate.

So, let's get moving, KCC's (Kratts' Creature Clubbers)! We're off on a
three-part adventure in our own neighborhood. This time, we're going to
check out wild creatures, domesticated creatures and some that fall in

between.

Human primates are social creatures,
so gather a group (a pride? a swarm?
a herd?) of KCC’s and fan out. Set a
time limit for each phase, and
designate a spot to regroup. After
each of the first two excursions, we’'ll
play the Kratts’ version of “Name
That Creature!”

First, we'll focus on the
wild ones. Explore your
neighborhood, and
make a list of ten
creatures you come
across. Be sure to note
their habitats (that’s
where a creature finds
the food, water, shelter
and space it needs to
survive). When the
group reassembles, one
explorer acts out the
behavior of one of the wild creatures
that he/she spotted. After the creature
is identified, discuss the reasons why
the creature behaves the way it does.
What makes it wild? Has it adapted
in some ways to city life? What about
you? Do you act differently in the city
than in the country? How!?

But back to the wild creatures! What
are the pluses and minuses of living in
the city for these creatures! The
person who named the creature then
tries to stump the group with a
creature from his or her list.

Now, onward to check
out the domesticated
creatures! These are
the creatures that rely
on us to provide the
things wild creatures
find on their own.
Again, comb your
neighborhood, list at
least five in your
notebook, and regroup.
This time, portray the
behavior of these
creatures we
sometimes call “pets.”
Answer the same creature questions
(as above) but think about why these
creatures act differently from the wild
creatures you observed.When do you
think these creatures adapted to living
with human primates? Did you ever
wonder why? Do you have a pet or a
domesticated animal? Why do you
think some people keep wild creatures,



like lions cubs, ferrets and snakes, as pets? What
do you think about it?

OK, we're off to the zoo for the third leg of this
exploration. Take your journal and list the creatures
you see. Include official creature residents of the
zoo and unofficial creature residents who come
and go at will, like pigeons and squirrels. In your
next group discussion, review the features of a

zoo that make it a good home for the creatures
you observed.What are some of the differences
in habitats between the official and unofficial
creature residents of the zoo!?

Finally, remember Allison’s comment at the end of
the “City Critters” episode! She wondered if we
(human primates) could adapt to the creature
world, if we had to. Could you?






