
 

  
 

Home Sweet Home 
 
 

Children explore a habitat where plants and animals live together in a backyard, 
schoolyard, or neighborhood and then create a diorama to illustrate it.        
 
 
Investigation and learning objectives: 
In this activity, children will have the opportunity to:  

• Visit a habitat and do a survey of the plants and animals that live there.   
• Describe what the habitat is like and what makes it a good place for the plants and 

animals.  
• Build a shoebox diorama that shows what the habitat looks like and which animals and 

plants live there.  
 
 
Timeframe:  
Part 1 – 30-60 minutes; Part 2 – 50-60 minutes or two 30-minute sessions; Extension  
Activity – Two 50-60 minute sessions.   
 
 
Overview:  
Almost every place on Earth is home to various plants and animals, which live together, 
interact, and rely on each other. Different plants and animals are adapted to different climates 
and environmental conditions. Each living organism has different ways of surviving and getting 
air, food, water, and shelter. Their natural homes where they find the things they need are 
called habitats. A group of different plants and animals that live together in a habitat is called 
a community.  
 
In this activity, kids observe and recognize what a habitat is and why a particular habitat is 
home sweet home to the plants and animals that live there. Kids do a survey of plants and 
animals in their backyard, schoolyard, or neighborhood and describe what the habitat is like 
and what lives there. They then make shoebox dioramas to show what they have learned.  
 

SAMPLE



What you’ll need: 
• A backyard, schoolyard, or neighborhood place where kids can observe plants and 

animals.    
• A shoebox (bottom part) for kids to make a diorama. 
• Crayons or markers, paper for drawing and cutting out pictures of plants and 

animals, glue, tape, and scissors. 
• [Optional]:  Small bags to collect of materials found on the ground to add to the 

dioramas.   
 
 
Introduce the idea:  
If possible, introduce this investigation by watching the “Moving On Up” segment from episode 102 of IT’S A BIG 
BIG WORLD. Fed up with living with her messy brother, Smooch is determined to find another home in the 
World Tree suitable for a marmoset. Snook helps her explore all of the different habitats in the tree, but she can’t 
find another one that is a good fit for her. After receiving a message from Winslow, Smooch realizes that 
sometimes there’s no place like home. After briefly discussing the episode, ask kids:  What’s special about your 
home?  
 
 
Part 1:  Observing animals and plants in their habitat.  
Tell kids that they are going to visit a neighborhood habitat so they can find out about the plants and animals that 
live there. Explain that a habitat is an area in which plants and animals live and that each habitat is specially 
suited for the plants and animals that live there. Talk about the habitat that they are going to observe and ask 
kids to predict what kinds of animals they may find. Kids’ ideas may include:  ants, squirrels, pigeons or other 
birds, worms, or fish. Their ideas will vary based on the type of habitat you visit (a pond, for instance, will be a 
habitat to different animals than a forest). Let them know that they will be making a model (diorama) of the 
habitat after they explore it, so they should pay close attention to what they see. 
 
Once they reach the habitat, tell kids to observe and record (make a survey of) the plants and animals that live 
there. Adults can help make a list or kids can draw pictures. You may ask kids questions like: 

• What animals do you see and what do they look like? Describe where they are and what they are doing.  
• What plants (trees, shrubs, flowers) do you see and what do they look like? Do you see any animals on or 

near the plants? What do you think is happening? 
• What is the area or ground like? Do you see sand or dirt, lots of stones or rocks, patches of grass or lots of 

grass, flat or hilly, wet or dry land, stream or pond?   
• What else is on the ground? Do you see litter or the branches and leaves of trees? 

 
Ask kids why they think this habitat is a good place for the animals and plants that live there. What places do 
they see that the animals can live in? What food can they eat? Where do they find water?  
 
[Optional]:  Tell kids they can pick up a couple of things they find in the habitat such as pebbles, sand, leaves, or 
small sticks to place in their dioramas. They should be careful to take only a small amount and not to disturb the 
habitat. Give kids small paper bags to put them in.   
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After they explore the habitat, discuss their findings and review their discoveries. Ask kids to describe  
what it would be like to live there.  
 
 
Part 2:  Building dioramas. 
Show kids how they can make a model or diorama of the habitat they visited by using a shoebox turned on its 
side. Explain that they can make drawings of the plants and animals they saw and place them in the diorama to 
show that they live together in a community. They may also add any materials they may have brought from the 
habitat they visited.   
 
To help kids get started, ask them what they want to represent in their dioramas. What plants will they include? 
What are the animals doing? Will they have a sky with clouds? How will they show what the ground was like?   
 
Help children construct their shoebox dioramas. They can draw pictures on the inside and outside of the box. 
They could begin by coloring the sky and/or ground cover. They can then draw and cut out animals, plants, and 
anything else in the area such as rocks and objects on the ground. When doing cutouts, leave a tab on the side, 
top, or bottom so it can be used to glue the cutout to the side, top, or bottom of the shoebox. Kids can also add 
any real materials they collected.  
 
Children may create names for their habitats. Ideas could include: 

• Squirrel Park 
• Wet and Wild Pond 
• Having a Ball at the Playground 
• Mountain View 
• Desert Life 

 
When the dioramas are completed, kids can describe and tell a story about their creations. What do they think 
life is like for the animals in their diorama habitat? 
 
 
Part 3:  Visit another habitat (an extension for older children).  
Take older kids on a second field trip to a different type of habitat so they become more aware of diversity in 
nature. Create a discussion so kids can share what they observed and compare the plants, animals, and settings in 
the two different habitats. Ask which habitat might be better for certain animals or how each habitat is exactly 
right for the animals and plants that live there.  
 
Have kids decide which habitat they want to depict in their dioramas or suggest they create a diorama that shows 
both habitats so they can make comparisons. Expect their dioramas to have more details in terms of what the 
habitat looks like and the relationships among the plants and animals.    
 
 

SAMPLE



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




